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— — — Non ita Romuli 
Prafcriptum, et intonfp Catonis 
Aufpicits, veterumque norma, Hor. 


yeas HERE is no method of reproof more in 
vogue, than the drawing invidious parallels 

R between the prefent times and the patft. 

The grumbling politician rails over his coffee 

” at the prefent miniftry, and reminds you with 

a figh of the golden Days of Queen Be/s: while, in mat- 
ters of lefs confequence, the critic fhakes his head at 
Mr. Town, and mentions Bickerstarr. But the mo- 
ralifts are above all others devoted to this practice. Thefe 
wife gentlemen are continually looking backwards, and con- 
demning what lays immediately before them by retrofpect. 
They are for ever harping on this jarring chord, and have 
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fearce more words in their mouths than the folemn fentences 
faid to be delivered by Fryar Bacon’s Brazen Head, Time is 
—Time was—Time is paft. 


No comparifons of this fort are fo frequently repeated, 
and fo much infifted on, as thofe drawn between the An- 


cients and Moderns. If an eloquent member of the Houfe of ' 


Commons is cruelly fufpected of bellowing for a place, no- 
thing rings in his ears but Tu/ly and Demojftbenes. If a gen- 
tleman or perhaps a nobleman, with a heavy mortgage on 
his eftate, difencumbers it by felling his intereft at a county 
election, he is immediately upbraided with one Roman that 
was not afhamed to follow the plough-tail, and another who 
could refufe large bribes, and content himfelf with a cottage 
and turnips. Ha lady makes an unfortunate flip, the is told 
again and again of Lucretia, and fifty other fchool-boy tales 
of honour and chaftity. In a word, there is not one fafhiona- 
ble frailty but has fome ftubborn antiquated virtue fet in oppo- 
fition to it ; and our unhappy metropolis is every day threaten- 
ed with deftruction for its degeneracy from the rigid maxims 
of Rome or Sparta. 


In the midft of all thefe fevere reflections, it gives me 
infinite pleafure, that I can with juftice take notice of the 
inconteftable fuperiority of the Moderns in point of Modefty. 
The arrogance of the Ancients was fo remarkable, that, in 
their idea of a perfect character, they included every public 
and private virtue. They aimed at a ftri& obfervance of all 
the duties of life: and if fome old Romans had been ftiled 
Gods while living, it would not have been fuch grofs flattery 
as was afterwards practifed, in honouring the Emperors with 


an Apotheofis. ‘Their inflexible honefty was their perpetual ” 
boaft 
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boaft, and their virtue was their pride. This high idea of a 
Perfeé& Charaéter among the Ancients naturally urged them 
to lift themfelves to an invidious fuperiority above the reft of 
the world: while the modeft Moderns, by taking all the 
vices inftead of the virtues into their notion of a Fine Gentle- 
man, endeavour to let themfelves down to a level with the 
loweft of their fpecies, and have laid the fureft foundation 
for humility. Fine Gentlemen are fo far from being proud, 
that they are never guilty of any thing which gives them the 
leaft reafon to be fo: and our Fine Ladies have none of the 
difgufting haughtine{s of virtue, though indeed they are fel- 
dom known to be afhamed. yi | 


Ir is impoftible to-devife one method of fowering the good 
opinion a man might poffibly conceive of himfelf, that has 
not been put in practice. No Fine Gentleman ever aimed at 
acquiring any excellence, and if any natural perfeCtions might 
give fome little occafion for pride, the greateft pains have 
been taken to deftroy them. Good parts have been often 
drowned in drunkennefs, and a ftrong conftitution fweated 
away in bagnios: and in the mean time learning has been 
totally neglected, left improvement fhould bring on pedantry 
and literary pride. The moft fhining parts in the character 
of a Fine Gentleman are, that he drinks deep, dreffes gen- 
teelly, rides well, can fhoe his own horfe, and is pofieffed 
of fome few other qualifications, which nobody can ever fuf- 
pect a mind the leaft given to ambition would ever labour to 
acquire. For my part I am fo far from agreeing with our 
famous fatirift that love of fame is the univerfal paffion, that 
when I obferve the behaviour of our Fine Gentlemen, J am 
apt to think it proceeds from the loweft and humbleft turn 
of mind: indeed their fingular modefty appears to me the 
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only means of accounting for their actions, which commonly 
tend to place them in. the meaneft and moft contemp- 
tible light. | 


Norurnc but this invincible Modefty, and fear of feeming 
to aim at excellence, could ever give rife to certain habits, 
not only ridiculous, but ungraceful. Good eyes, for inftance, 
are univerfally acknowledged to give luftre to the whole coun- 
tenance, yet. fafhion and. humility have blinded the whole 


town. ‘The beau draws his eyes out of his pocket, and the 


beauties kijl us through fpying-glaffles. It has been known 
to be the vogue for perfons of fafhion to lofe the ufe of their 
legs, and limp along as if they were crippled: this practice 
I daily expect to be revived, for I take it for granted that the 
tall ftaves now carried about muft naturally dwindle into 
crutches. An inarticulate lifp even now infects the delivery 
in polite converfation. It is not at all unfathionable to pre- 
tend.deafnefs ; and unlefs the ladies object to it, I do not 
defpair of feeing the time when the whole modifh world 
fhall affect to be dumb. 


Turis humble way of thinking has been cargied fo far, that 


it has even introduced a new fpecies of hypocrify. Fine Gen- 
tlemen, fearing left their good qualities fhould in their own 
defpite overbalance their bad ones, claim feveral vices to which 


they have no title. There is fomething very admirable and 


ingenuous in this difpofition among our young people, who. 
not only candidly difcover all their frailties, but accufe them-’ 
felves of faults, which they never intended to commit. I 


know a young fellow who is almoft every morning complain-_ 


ing of the head-ache, and curfing the laft night’s champagne 
at the St, d/éan’s, when Iam well affured he paffed his eyening 


very 


a’ 











tenets set care Boe = pss 


tea eee 








oe Se 





ae a al 


A nn ams 








No.74. The CONNOISSEUR. 44t 


very foberly with his maiden aunts in Cheapfide. 1am alto 
acquainted with another gentleman, who is very fond of con- 
feffing his intrigues, and often modeftly takes fhame to him- 
felf for the great mifchief he does among the women; though 
I well know he is too bafhful even to make love to his laun- 
drefs. He fometimes laments publickly the unlucky confe- 
quences of an amour, and has more than once been difcover- 
ed to fend pill-boxes and gallipots directed for himfelf, to be 
left at the bar of neighbouring coffee-houfes. The fame 
humble turn of mind induces the frugal to appear extravagant : 
and makes many a religious young fellow deny his principles, 
brave his confcience, and affect the character and converfation 
of an Atheift. To fay the truth, the generality of the gay 
world are arrant hypocrites in their vices, and appear to be 
worfe than they really are. ‘Many of our pretended Bloods 
are, in fact, no more drunkards, whoremafters, or infidels, 
than a bully isa man of courage: and are as fincere in their 


boafts of vice, as ftatefmen or beauties in their mutual pro- 


feffions of friendfhip. 


Tuart part of the female world, which compofes the order 
of Fine Ladies, have as much humility as their counterparts, 
the Fine Gentlemen. .There is fomething fo charming in the 
fair fex that we fhould almoft adore them, if they did not lay 
afide all the pride of reputation, and by fome good-natured 
familiarities reduce themfelves to an equality with us. It is 
indeed wonderful to fee with what diligence our polite ladies 
pare off the excellencies from their characters. When we fee 
them almoft as naked as the Graces, it is natural to fuppofe 
them as warmly devoted to Venus; and when we hear them 
talk loofely, and encourage double meanings in converfation, 
we are apt to imagine their notions of honour not very ftrit 
Vor. II, H or 
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or fevere. But after all this is frequently mere hypocrify, and 
the effect of humility. Many a lady very wanton in appear- 
ance, is in reality very modeft; and many a coquet has loft 
her reputation, without lofing her virtue. I make no doubt 
but that feveral ladies of fufpicious characters are not fo bad 


as they feem, and that there are honourable perfons among 


the gayeft of our women of quality. 


‘Fo return whence I fee fet out, the extraordinary Modefty 
of the Moderns, fo averfe to the arrogant pride of the Ancients 
claiming all virtues and good qualities whatfoever, is the only 
key to their behaviour. Thus vice, or at leaft the appear- 
ance of vice, becomes abfolutely requifite to pafs through the 
world with tolerable decency, and the character of a man of 
fpirit. As Sir Yobu Brute fays, ‘‘ they were {neaking dogs, 
** and afraid of being damned in thofe days,” but we are 
better informed, and fear nothing but the appearance of too 
much virtue. To fecure the nobility, gentry, and cthers 
from fo fhocking an imputation, I fhall fpeedily prefent the 
world with a curious piece, compiled from the practice and 
principles of the prefent times, entitled 4 New Treatife on 
Ethicks; or, a Syftem of Immoral Philofopby. In this treatife 
I have treated at large of Modern Modefty, fhewn the excel- 
lence and utility of Immorality, and confidered Drinking, 
Whoring, Fighting, and Gaming, as the four Cardinal Vices, 
or in other words, the principal conftituents of Bucks, 
Bloods and Fine Gentlemen. 
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